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s most of you remember, on the
morning of May 8th this past spring,
we sponsored a field trip for teacher
Jennifer Snapp’s fourth grade class from
Detroit’s Ronald Brown Academy to
Ohio’s Magee Marsh Wildlife Area.
Because of the eight pre-trip in-class
sessions with Saving Birds Board
Member, Dave Watkins, these youngsters
were primed and ready for an experience
of their lives at this premier spring
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Some students check out the nesting American Woodcock. She was well camouflaged in the grass.
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Ronald Brown Academy
PI‘OjCCt Continued...

migration stopover site. Most of the kids
had never paid attention to birds before
that day or even had an opportunity to see
them, but Dave’s tutoring helped them find
and ID even tiny warblers at Magee. They
were all excited over every new sighting,
including even woodpeckers and Canada
geese.

Next May 7, we will be working again
with Mrs. Snapp’s students. We will also
“adopt” another class from the Academy.
The photos here are of the kids at Magee
Marsh, as well as from their day planting
the oak tree donated by Bill Schneider
of Wildtype, a Michigan native plants
nursery. There is also a photo taken at
Lake Erie MetroPark one of two Detroit
MetroPark field trips we sponsored. §

— . | o Y
Talking birds with one of our wonderful
volunteer field trip leaders.

Student sits on man-made example of an eagles
nest at Lake Erie MetroPark.

&

Checking out an mle} nest. .

Our Board Member, Dave Watkins (on the left),
spent many hours working on this project. We have
him to thank for its great success. On the right is
nationally known author, speaker and educator -
and our good friend, Paul Baicich - who helped
smooth the way during the Obio field trip.

Along with all the time and resources invested in the Ronald Brown Academy project, we kept up our local school programs. Above is one of the six classes to visit the
Discovery Center last spring. Students are engaged in a Q&GA about birds and their habitats with Director Charter and volunteer leader Ann Hoopfer.
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From the Executive

_ Director’s Desk
i | by Kay Charter
; Early this year, Saving Birds member
Dennis Turner contacted me to ask if we
would accept the gift of six acres of
property he and his wife Kathy

: purchased last fall. The land is on North
Cove Trail, across from the Turner’s summer cottage. Our county
was still under snow when Dennis sent his email, but in May
I went to check it out after the snow had finally cleared. The
property is swampland, and is filled with cedars and hemlocks.
Although it’s hardly a prime building lot, it is fantastic for nesting
veeries, certain warblers, and other migrant songbirds. Most of all,
it is perfect for nesting Winter Wrens.

At only four inches long, Winter Wrens are one of the smallest
songbirds in North America. But one would imagine their songs
coming from something
much larger as their
beautiful, flutelike notes
carry afar in the damp
forests they inhabit.

Because of my special
affinity for these tiny
creatures, there was,
for me, a special kind
of magic with this gift.
Winter Wrens were, after
all, the inspiration for my husband and me to sell our lakefront
property more than twenty years ago and purchase the land where
we established Charter Sanctuary. Eight years later, as a direct re-
sult of the efforts on our sanctuary, Saving Birds Thru Habitat was
born. For the organization to now own a piece of land where these
little birds can nest safely in perpetuity is like closing the circle.
We sold our home — where Winter Wrens nested — and bought a
place where they would not be able to nest. But with the Turner’s
generous gift, Saving Birds now owns a piece of land where they
can breed forever.

Winter Wren, photo by Jim Stevenson
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we are — and that you will help spread the word about SBTH to

Letter From Our
Board President
| by Linda Ketterer

It is an honor to be sending you my
first message as President of the Board of
Directors for Saving Birds Thru Habitat.
All on the Board and in the organiza-
tion owe great thanks to Gina Erb. Gina
ended her term this summer after working diligently for the orga-
nization for twelve years on the board, six as its President. We are
so grateful for all she has done for SBTH and are delighted that she
is continuing to support us all through committee work. I know
that I have big shoes to fill!

I recently obtained a copy of the 40-year-old book 7hey Saved
Our Birds; The Battle Won and the War to Win by Helen Osso. It
recaps historical trends that threatened, and in many cases
destroyed, bird populations, and the efforts to save and restore
the birds. Everything from the devastation caused by fashion as
women adorned their hats with feathers in the late 19th century,
to the unregulated hunting of many species, to the devastation
and subsequent ban of DDT in the early 1960’ is covered. The
author concludes with the caution that “many species of our birds
are threatened through loss of habitat. They are being crowded out
as the demand grows for more houses, more oil, more roads, more
recreation areas — more everything it seems except time for man
to know himself in solitude and in nature.” I was struck by the
statement that we, together, are carrying on the fight and making a
difference today through the work of SBTH.

In this newsletter, you'll read of many exciting and far-reaching
efforts that SBTH is making to foster better understanding of
the issues of habitat loss and the need for habitat creation on a
localized level. Of particular excitement is our work to inspire new
generations in the joys of learning about birds, habitat, and our
role as stewards. We are thrilled to be involved in the work with
the Ronald Brown Academy in Detroit under the leadership of
Board Member Dave Watkins. We hope that you are as excited as
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friends near and far. We'd love to have them join the effort!

Saving Birds Board President, Linda Ketterer presents outgoing
President, Gina Erb with an award honoring her twelve years of

service on our Board of Directors. Gina served as President for six of |

those years. We deeply appreciate her hard work on our behalf.

True to its name, the engaging little
Burrowing Owl nests underground in
burrows created by prairie dogs and
other animals. During the day, this small
owl can often be seen sitting at the edge
of its burrow, acting as nest sentry. Bur-
¥ rowing Owls can be found in a few places




Turner Property Welcome Addition to SBTH

Dennis and Kathy Turner turn over the deed to their six acres of wet
woodland to Executive Director Kay Charter (left) and Saving Birds
Board President Linda Ketterer (second from right). This property,
located off Cove Road between Northport and Omena, will be
preserved in perpetuity for nesting warblers, winter wrens and other
migrating songbirds. {§

Conservation Partners of the Year

In July, Brian Zimmerman was honored as our Conservation Jeri Megill, who co-manages Four Season Nursery along with
Partner of the Year. Brian owns Brian Zimmerman & Associates, Julie Altman, received our Conservation Partner of the Year award for
a premier landscape design company. He also owns Four Season g the nursery. Many thanks
Nursery, which has a very large selection of native trees, shrubs, . “4| to Brian, Jeri and Julie for

B flowers and grasses. He | making native plants

has been a great supporter 8 available to those who want
4 of our organization and to make a difference for
our mission. Next sum- our birds, butterflies and
|| mer, be sure to visit our other creatures that depend
" Discovery Center. While on them.
& there, check out Brian’s ] g%
| Garden, which is full of
beautiful native plants
® | from his nursery. Brian

| had the garden installed
several years ago as a
surprise gift to Saving

Birds.




What’s in Your Yard?

by Mike Berst

he primary message of Saving Birds is

that native plants host insects essential
to birds. This connection between healthy
native plant communities and the survival of
migratory songbirds is now well established,
as is the destructive effect to the environ-
ment caused by the cultivation of alien plant
species, virtually all of which are potentially
invasive.

As people become aware of this growing
problem, and decide they want to be
responsible stewards of their land, a
movement to “plant native” is growing
around the country. Some nurseries have
geared up to meet this demand, the range of
plants available is often limited or includes
species inappropriate for our region. Plants
that are specialized cultivars of native species
may not provide all of the benefits we seek
when we make the commitment to garden
and landscape with native plants. Cultivars
may also have a negative effect on the gene
pool of the wild plants.

One overlooked approach to this
challenge is to learn to recognize, preserve and
nurture the native plants that are already on
your property, or native plants that continu-
ally arise from the existing seed bank in the
soil. We can schedule a visit and survey your
property to help you identify the desirable
native plants that are volunteers, plants that
are showing up in your lawn or garden all on
their own.

All photos by Mike Berst.

Mike Berst is a native wildflower enthusiast and
photographer. He is a member of Saving Birds
Thru Habitat, and has offered his services
conducting wildflower surveys of private proper-
Brown Hooded Ouwlet caterpillar ¥ ties. Please contact our office for more details.
on Smooth Aster

37
Wood Lily " Common Buckeye or;ﬂat—topped Aster
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L g Membership List 2014

NEST BUILDERS
Donors $250 and up:
Kathie Albright and Michael Berst
Bruce and Judy Balas

Dave and Patty Barrons
Robert and Nancy Beekman
Marlin and Pat Bussey

Jim and Kay Charter
Annette Deibel

Bill and Jeanne Dennler
John and Francie Downing
Kay and Robert Doyle
Kristine and Daniel Drake
Barbara Enders

Gina and John Erb

Rick and Judy Evans

Bill and Marilee Fischbeck
Irene Fortune

Judy Gass

Michael and Ellene Gibbs
Carl and Mary Lou Griffin
Anne Harper and Gregory Nobles
John and Susan Hayes
Phyllis Hooyman

Debby and Ade Igleheart
Christopher and Abbie Innes
Kim and Linda Kemper

Bill Kenner

Linda and Edward Ketterer
Anne Leugers and Elmer Lipp
Dave and Dot Mainz
Malcolm Morrison

Caroline Oberndorf

Bobbie Poor

Royce Ragland and Kenneth Bloem
Nicholas and Liz Schroeck
John and Mary Scott

Mick Seymour

Gary and Nancy Siegrist
John and Judy Smart

Kathie and Jack Snedeker
Kay and Robert Stechouwer
Doug and Cindy Tallamy
Kathy and Dennis Turner
Robert and Katharine Turner
Margaret and Gary Valade
Mary and Bill Valpey

Ann and Warren Watkins
Sheen and David Watkins
Ellen and Don Weinacht
Ted and Donna Williams
Jay and Susie Woodhull
Randy and Joanie Woods
Brian Zimmerman and Ass’ts.
Designs by Nature
Fairmount Minerals, Ltd.

Donors up to $249

Jon and Kim Allan

Brian and Maripat Allen

Bill and Mary Alvin

Margo and Al Ammons

David Andersen and Jere McKeon
Tom and Kathy Angus

Edwin and Constance Arnfield
George and Merry Ball

Joey and Larry Bensley

Dick and Barbara Bowzer
Caroline Brady

Bill and Louise Brunelle
Marsha and Thomas Buehler
Joanne and Keith Burnham
Larry and Eileen Bussey

Greg Butcher

Susan and Chuck Cady

Stuart and Molly Campbell
Kathy Rymal and Mark Cantrell
Marion Cartwright

Bill and Sandy Cartwright
Elaine Case

Karen Casebeer

Linda Cherne

Bobbie and Ed Collins

David Wible and Mary Cusick
Steve and Jackie Cuson

Ann and John Davey

Mike and Dixie Davis
Catherine M. Davis

Scarlet DeBlois

Laura Deibel

Chuck and Janet Dickerson
David Dister

Judie Dokmanovich

Paula and Bryce Dreeszen
Berkley and Nancy Duck
Thomas and Gretchen Dunfee
Karen and Roger Edgley

Eric and Diana Ellis

David Ewert

Carolyn and David Faught
Margeret-Ellen Fein

Lori and Paul Fischer

Jeff and Nancy Fisher

Vicki Flier

Jill Foerster

Pat and Gene Fontaine

John and Patricia Foote

Ben and Judy Jenson Fowler
Judy Frederick

Gene and Kathy Garthe
Barbara Gentile

Dan Gilmet

Barbara Goodearl

Penelope and David Gordon
Charles Harris and Judith Gowing

Chris Hauke and Marv Grahn
Pam and Brad Grassmick
Christine and Jim Gray
Grossman, Cohen and Diamond
James and Joy Ham

Donna Hardenberg

Barbara Abbott and Larry Hauser
Paul Hayner and Karen Thomson
Richard Hitchingham

Lynn Holmberg

Marje Ann Hoopfer

Linda and David Jacobs

Robert Johnson

Ralph and Nancy Kalchik

Jean DePauw and Ken Kazmirski
Nana and Dick Kennedy
Becky and Jeff Kingery

Char and Lew Kirchner

Russell and Pam Kirt

Daniel and Renee Klem

Keith Kluting

Robert and Julie Knode

Diane Krause

Kathleen and Robert Laba
Suzanne and Jim Landes

Ted and Tali Lanham

Edwin and Susan Layton
Steven Lee and Julie Tarr
David Leece and Kathleen Brewer
Judie Leece

Leelanau Conservancy

Nell Licklider

Catherine Lindell

Julie Long

Cathy Look

Donna Lystra

Robert Mampe

Linda Markham

Debbie and Barry Marsh
Sharon Mastenbrook

Pauline McClure

Ann and Doug McInnis
Harold and Kanda McKee

Bob and Janet McKelvey

Roy and Dee Meyer

Phil and Vina Mikesell

Bud Mims

John and Ann Marie Mitchell
Dorothy Mitchell

Jeanne and James Montie
Junior and Mia Moore

Scott and Luvie Myers

Fred Neidhardt

Ann Nichols

Barbara Nowinski

Gerald E Nye

Marlene and Patrick O’Connor
Suzanne Ohmit

John and Judy Oien

Bonita and Steven Olesen
Martha Olson

Omena Women’s Club

One Eleven Group @ Smith Barney
Mick and Carol Pfeiffer
Robert and Jacqueline Pool
Kathleen Pratt

Mary Pratt

Brian and Susan Price

Jean Putnam

John and Virginia Raz
Charlotte Read

Rene Reeb

Barbara and Ed Reinert
John and Pat Reynolds

Paul and Carol Rose

Carol Ross

Anita Schiller

Leslie and Walter Schmid
Larry and Marie Schultz
Sarah Shultz

Patricia Scott

Jack and Susan Seaman
Kim Sfreddo

Patty and Jerry Shea

Linda and Robert Shirkey
Dick and Posy Shuster

Dan Sifferlan

Carol and Peter Simon

Alan and Cheryl Slater
Robert and Mary Smart
Eleanor Stephenson
Amanda Holmes and Daniel Stewart
Eleanor and John Stottlemeyer
Al and Ulla Sweedler

Rachel Temple

Kelly and Carolyn Thayer
Ron and Mary Tonneberger
Valerie and Randy Trumbull
Barbara Vilter

Judy Walter

Martha Warner

Janet Wander

Barbara Gilmore Webber
Jerry and Darlene Weinrich
Jean and Craig Weirich
Helen and Bill Wells

Ty and Kathleen Wessell
Harold and Susan Wiberg
David and Carolyn Wollenhaupt
Thomas and Sarah Woods
Northport Women’s Club
Oryana Natural Foods Market



We Appreciate the Following Memorial and
Honorary Gifts:
Kathleen Pratt in honor of Mary Pratt

Cherryll and Alan Frick in honor of Ruby Halbert’s

90th birthday

Barbara Enders in memory of Larry Enders

John and Patricia Foote in honor of Charlotte Foote
Fred Neidhardt in memory of Geri Chipault

Micki Special in honor of Arlene

Vicki Flier in honor of Bobbie Poor

David Wible and Mary Cusick in honor of Gina Erb
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ﬂ this

season of
giving, please
consider a
donation to

help us continue
and strengthen 4
our educational
efforts.
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Beaver Island Birding Trail News

[ )

Dr. David Ewert, Senior Scientist for The Nature Conservan-
cy, presents a program about the Beaver Island archipelago during
the dedication weekend for the Beaver Island Birding Trail. Dave
also led a couple of birding hikes during the weekend. The
dedication was a great success, and introduced islanders to the
economic value of the birds that occur on their islands. This kind
of awareness can inspire residents to protect habitat crucial to

migrating and nesting birds. §§

Birders in the field during Trail dedication weekend.

Saving Birds Thru Habitat gratefully accepts gifts in honor or in memory of others.
When making such a donation, please let us know who should be informed of your gift.

U Yes! I want to support Saving Birds Thru Habitat with a
Membership Renewal at the following level:

QO Chickadee ($25) O Bluebird ($50)

U Common Yellowthroat ($00) U Bobolink ($250)

Q Piping Plover ($500) QA Loon ($1000)

Q Bald Eagle ($5000) Other ($. )

U Nest Builders: Those who make an annual pledge at the Bobolink
level ($250) or higher

QO In memory / honor (please circle one) of:

Acknowledgment card to go to:

U Would you prefer your membership/gift to be anonymous?

U Enclosed is my check for $
(payable to Saving Birds thru Habitat)

Name

Street
City
Summer Address (if different)
Street

City
Email

State Zip

State Zip

Thank you for your donation. We are a 501(c)(3) organization;
your tax-deductible gift is very important to us.

Questions? Please call (231) 271-3738 or email:
bobolink2000@gmail.com
SBTH » P.O. Box 288 « Omena, M1 49674 Thank You!



5020 N. Putnam Rd.
P.O. Box 288
Omena, M1 49674-0288
www.SavingBirds.org

n Find us on
_ Facebook
Saving-Birds-Thru-Habitat

Please recycle this newsletter by sharing it with a friend.

If you would like to receive your newsletter as a PDF via
email, please let us know at: bobolink2000@gmail.com. Be
sure to include your email address. Electronic versions will
reduce paper consumption and will save the organization

printing and mailing costs.
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SBTH Backyard Habitat Certification Program

Our backyard habitat certification program has moved right along since it was estab-

R A PI D S lished in the spring of 2014, thanks to our partnership with Perennial Harvest, a local
native landscaping company. The most notable certification was for the Village of Elk

P e Rapids, the first community in the world to be certified by Saving Birds. Also certified

i w ifi y

Saving Birds Thru Habitat was the six acres surrounding Pine Hollow Institute in Elk Rapids and the gardens at

Oryana Natural Food Store in Traverse City as well as many private landscapes.

Contact Perennial Harvest (www.perennialharvest.org) if you are interested in having

your property certified.

ELK

Properties owned by this Village
host significant numbers and
varieties of native plant species.
These plants support healthy
bird populations by producing
§avine Bi, an abundance
and diversity

of insects. E3E
s
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CERTIFIED _M | Our backyard certification reaches all
the way to Beaver Island. This sign is
on Pam and Brad Grassmick’s acreage
in the center of the island. It has few
invasive species, lots of native vegeta-

tion and is full of birds.




