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From the Director’s Desk
by Kay Charter

It was another great year for this organization.   Our membership is up, and our outreach 
has continued to spread, as we are now working with Beaver Island on bird conservation 
issues.  Our first summer day camp went exceedingly well and we added two more superb 
individuals to our Board of Directors.  Our Earth Window was completed in late spring, 
and native prairie plants have been installed behind it to show off their deep, massive root 
systems.  Our “Grow a Bird Feeder” poster, inspired by Douglas Tallamy, was finished and 
printed last month thanks to the generosity of artist Susan Fawcett, the Little Garden Club of 
Leland and the Jimmy F. New Foundation of Walkerton, Indiana.   Susan trimmed her fee for 
the project, while the Little Garden Club and the Jimmy F. New Foundation underwrote the 
major share of the costs for producing and printing the poster.  

For the fourth year in a row, SBTH will once again facilitate the placement of thousands 
of native trees and shrubs around northern Michigan to improve habitat for birds and other 
wildlife.  The plants will be purchased by Fairmount Minerals subsidiaries in Michigan as 
part of the company’s ongoing carbon mitigation program.  Next year we will also partner 
with the Leelanau Peninsula Chamber of Commerce, Fountain Point Resort, David Barrons, 
Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore, Leelanau Conservancy, Leelanau County Parks 
and Recreation, Leelanau State Park and Inland Seas Educational Association for the first 
ever Leelanau Peninsula BirdFest.  Dates for this event are June 1 through June 5, 2011. L
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MEET OUR NEW 
BOARD MEMBERS

Nick Schroeck is the Executive 
Director of the Great 
Lakes Environmen-
tal Law Center. Nick 
is also an adjunct 
professor at Wayne 
State University 
Law School teaching 
the Environmental 
Law Clinic. Most 

recently, Nick worked for the National 
Wildlife Federation, America’s largest 
conservation organization, out of their 
Great Lakes Natural Resources Center 
in Ann Arbor. Prior to joining NWF, Nick 
was a Sea Grant Fellow with the Great 
Lakes Commission. Nick is a licensed 
Michigan attorney and a graduate of 
Wayne State University Law School. He 
also holds a B.A. in Urban Studies and 
Political Science from Elmhurst Col-
lege in Illinois.                                            

Nick joined the SBTH board because 
he is a dedicated conservationist who 

understands the critical role that habitat 
plays in ensuring that species thrive and 
survive. He has said that he is consistently 
impressed by the on-the-ground work 
carried out by SBTH and that he can’t 
think of a better organization to support 
and serve.

Linda Ketterer got hooked on 
birding soon after she 
moved to Michigan in 
1976.  Living at that 
time, near a nature 
center in southwest 
Michigan helped feed 
that passion.  She and 
her husband Ed are 
rarely without binocu-

lars and a bird book nearby.  Linda joined 
the Board of Saving Birds Thru Habitat 
in June, 2010 and is glad to serve with a 
group dedicated to helping educate others 
about habitat creation and preservation.  

 Linda has been a certified Dale 
Carnegie Instructor and has worked as a 
training consultant since 1989 teaching 
classes, workshops and seminars designed 
to help individuals and organizations 

improve their communication, leader-
ship, and human relations skills. Prior to 
joining the Dale Carnegie organization, 
Linda worked for Whirlpool Corporation 
in Benton Harbor for 13 years where she 
held various managerial positions in the 
customer assurance and corporate quality 
areas.  She and her husband Ed live in 
Northport. L

Common Yellowthroat with insects for 
nestlings. Photo by Doug Tallamy
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SBTH Volunteer of the Year
SBTH founder and dedicated habitat protector and caretaker, 

Jim Charter was chosen as our Volunteer of the Year.  When VOY 
Committee Chair Bobbie Poor presented Jim with the award, she 
did so, in part, with words she had written:

“This small but mighty organization is blessed with great 
volunteers, but none are more dedicated, hard working and unas-
suming than this year’s recipient of our Volunteer of the Year 
Award.  He has shared a dream and, working with quiet assur-
ance, has made that dream a reality.

“The prairies, the garden, the ponds and pathways, and our 
nature center, all bear the hallmark of his dedication, skills and 
cheerfully offered labor.”

Many thanks to Jim, and all the work he has done on behalf 
of the birds this organization strives to help! L Our Volunteer of the Year in a rare moment of leisure.

Saving Birds Thru Habitat is forward-looking!  You educate 
landowners, children, and the general public on the importance 
of native plants and the insect biomass they support, and why we 
need to protect and restore critical habitat for our bird species.  
Your organization has proven that installing native plants and 
winning the war on invasive species is not an insurmountable 
task.  It can be done, and the joy of seeing 
bird populations thrive as a result of your 
work is inspiring.

Here is a great example that SBTH 
members should be proud of.   Your orga-
nization provided inspiration for the Grand 
Traverse Regional Land Conservancy to 
embark on a 300-acre grassland restoration 
effort on a fallow farmland, located within 
Arcadia Dunes:  The C.S. Mott Nature 
Preserve.  In 2005, active local birders 
brought the area to the Conservancy’s at-
tention.  Their monitoring efforts revealed 
a number of declining bird species that are 
dependant on quality grassland habitat for 
survival.  However, with invasive spe-
cies like spotted knapweed beginning to 
move aggressively into the area there was 
considerable urgency to act before the area 
became a “biological desert” rather than an 
oasis for our feathered friends.   

As we were laying the groundwork 
for this large-scale and rather daunting project, Kay Charter was 
kind enough to present information to our staff on not only why 
we should consider a restoration using native grassland species, 
but also how we could be successful.  This certainly fired up our 
team as we prepared to take on this significant challenge. Thanks 
to the efforts of the community, volunteers, and many partners, 

we have actively restored the first 137 acres with amazing results.  
The bobolinks, grasshopper sparrows, and many other birds are 
benefiting.

SBTH continues to support our restoration efforts and re-
cently presented at the Conservancy Open House, where volun-
teers, staff, and interested parties could learn about several topics.  

Kay’s positive, can-do message came 
through loud and clear and we are now 
seeing on-the-ground results of successful 
resource restoration partnerships across 
the region.  It is these kinds of forward-
thinking actions that are now helping 
to inform the “big picture” such as the 
Great Lakes Restoration Initiative, which 
features federal and state agencies working 
together with the non-profit organizations 
like SBTH and your local conservancies 
on solutions that will protect and rebuild 
the resiliency of this immense freshwater 
resource.

I was thrilled to be invited as a guest 
speaker at the recent SBTH Annual Nest 
Builders’ Appreciation Reception in July 
2010.  It was a great opportunity for me to 
personally thank the supporters of SBTH 
for their gifts of time and resources that 

help sustain a great organization that many 
in our community count on for assistance.  

The Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy has been fortu-
nate to partner with SBTH on many occasions. 

To learn more about the Arcadia Dunes Grassland and the 
work of the Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy, please 
visit www.gtrlc.org, or call 231-929-7911. L 

SBTH Educates and Inspires 
By Glen Chown, Executive Director for the Grand Traverse Regional Land Conservancy

Glen Chown with GTRLC volunteers at Preserve.
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A Natural
Partnership
By Karen Schmidt

Botanic Garden Society Board of Directors visit 
Saving Birds Thru Habitat.

Have you ever noticed certain friendships and partner-
ships in life that are a perfect match – perfect because both 
parties share the same values and the same goals?  That certainly 
is the case with SBTH and the Botanical Garden Society of 
Northwest Michigan (BGSNM).

Both organizations were formed around the same time, and 
both hold the preservation of native plants and environmental 
sustainability as a cornerstone of their missions.  Both recognize 
the importance of education in raising the public’s awareness of 
environmental threats and environmental solutions.  Both are 
focused on developing sites that model the beauty and life-sus-
taining attributes of native plants.

Is it any wonder that these two organizations have shared 
a decade-long friendship that is evolving into a partnership as 
well?  There are so many ways we can support each other – col-
laborating on speaker programs, advertising each other’s events 
and publications, sharing information and ideas – allowing both 
groups to be even more successful in their missions.

What better way to seal this partnership than to plan and 
plant a native garden together?  BGSNM is in the first stages of 
constructing a 25-acre botanic garden at the Historic Barns Park 
on the grounds of the old Traverse City State Hospital.  Working 
with two other groups on the site, SEEDS and Little Artshram, 
we have cleared over an acre of land for a picnic grove, includ-
ing the removal of hundreds of invasive Autumn Olives.  It is 

at that site where BGSNM and SBTH will construct the park’s 
first native plant garden.  Collaborating with Master Gardeners 
and Brian Zimmerman of Four Seasons Nursery, native shrubs, 
trees and perennials will be selected and planted, based on their 
capacity to support the indigenous insect and bird population of 
our region.

The initial friendship between Saving Birds Thru Habitat 
and the Botanical Garden Society has grown into a partnership of 
shared missions.  We celebrate the fact that the very first plant-
ings on the new botanic garden site will be a collaborative native 
garden.  Partners?  Naturally! L

Karen Schmidt is Chair of the Botanical Garden Society of 
Northwest Michigan Board of Directors.

Charter Sanctuary Prairie Installation
International birder and naturalist Jeff Kingery said about this prairie, “I’ve led tours across 

North America and I’ve not seen higher density of birds anywhere else.  For this location in the 
world, it doesn’t get any better than the prairie at my parents’ (Charter) sanctuary.  The most amazing 
thing about my visit during the last weekend of September was the number of migrants in the prairie 
grasses.  Both the density and diversity of birds was the highest of any grassland area I have visited 
across the country.”

Included in the birds Jeff observed in the prairie were large numbers of Lincoln’s, Swamp, 
White-crowned, White-throated, Savannah, Vespers, Song and Chipping Sparrows.  He said that 
while Vesper and Savannah Sparrows might occur in degraded habitat that was there before the prai-
rie installation, Lincoln’s and Swamp Sparrows are birds found only in healthy habitat.  He added that 
this prairie clearly demonstrates the effectiveness of providing native plants for migrating birds. L

Lincoln’s Sparrow.
Photo by Jeff Kingery
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A few years ago, I sent an email inquiry to a bird conser-
vation listserve in search of a backyard habitat poster inspired 
by a remarkable book for home gardeners: Bringing Nature 
Home by Dr. Douglas Tallamy. I was surprised to find that 
nothing like it existed.  Saving Birds Thru Habitat recog-
nized immediately how such a poster would be extremely 
helpful in creating public awareness of how we, as backyard 
gardeners, can help increase and sustain declining popula-
tions of native bird species in North America.  Dr. Tallamy’s 
revolutionary gardening insight is that when we plant native 
trees and shrubs in our gardens, we reconnect a critical food 
web link—one that involves leaf-eating insects and the native 
bird species that depend on them. Insects provide virtually 
all (97%) of North American land birds with the essential 
animal protein needed for the proper development of their 
young.  Equally important, many songbirds—including a host 
of Neoptropical migrants that are experiencing population 
declines—greatly benefit from an abundance of leaf-eating 
caterpillars in refueling their long migrations. Bringing Nature 
Home includes solid data, statistics, and plant selection tips 
on the relationship between native plants and a healthy insect 
biomass. Making a positive difference to these birds requires 
nothing more than for each of us who garden to incorporate 
native plants into our personal landscapes.      

I was delighted at the opportunity to contribute to an 
organization of such value in getting out the message of bird 
conservation through habitat. I was also happy to hear that 

the title for the poster I had suggested 
–“Grow a Bird Feeder” – was chosen 

for it.  The poster includes a pair of 
Baltimore orioles feeding insects 
to their nestlings, a nesting gray 
catbird feeding young and a mi-
grating warbler snagging an aerial 
insect.  Dr. Tallamy has generous-

ly written a couple of paragraphs 
to reinforce the message inherent 

in the picture.  His comments are 
featured on the back of the poster, 

along with details about how to find 
information on plants specific to 
each area of the country.

Preserving bird biodiversity is 
close to my heart. As a child who 
grew up in the 1960s, I remember 
hearing and seeing a wonderful 

variety of birds in my little Detroit backyard that had been 
set up as a backyard habitat by my parents. Looking back, 
I’m amazed by all the songbirds that stopped there, many of 
which are not nearly as numerous now as then.  That’s why 
Tallamy’s book resonated so strongly with me in that some-
thing simple like planting just the right tree or shrub can help 
to restore bird diversity to our living spaces. I know it will 
work, if enough people do it. Getting involved in the Saving 
Birds poster project is my way of contributing to that effort. 
Let’s get going on getting out the message about “Growing a 
Bird Feeder” in our living spaces!L

Rick Simek is the Naturalist at University of Michigan-
Dearborn Environmental Interpretive Center 

GROW A BIRD FEEDER 
Birth of a Poster

By Rick Simek

“Grow A Bird Feeder” can be
purchased by sending a check

for $5.00 to 
SBTH Poster

P.O. Box 288, Omena, MI 49674
Tree Swallow with insects for nestlings.

Photo by Rob Bowen

Pileated Woodpecker feeding young.
Photo by Dave Brunnel



Grow a Bird FeederGrow a Bird FeederGrow a Bird FeederGrow a Bird Feeder

Insects Insect biomass is essential to healthy bird populations. Virtually all 
terrestrial nestlings are raised on insects. Th is Common Yellowthroat and Black-capped 
Chickadee have captured food for their young. To provide birds with this most important 
food source, use insect-hosting native plants in your landscape.

Butterfl ies For butterfl ies, incorporate larval host plants 
in your landscape. For Gray Hairstreak – native legumes; for Luna 
Moths – native cherries, oaks and walnuts.

For more information on butterfl y larval
 host plants, see Kenn Kaufman’s Field Guide 

to Butterfl ies of North America. 2003.  
Houghton Miffl in.

Birds Birds, especially warblers, depend heavily on moth and butterfl y larvae during 
migration. According to Douglas Tallamy (Bringing Nature Home; Timber Press, 2009) the 
top three larval hosts are oaks (Quercus species), native cherries (Prunus species) and willows 
(Salix species). Plant those native to your region in your home garden.

Availability of insects is crucial to migrating and nesting birds. Only native plants support 
insect biomass. Grow a Bird Feeder by planting native trees, shrubs, fl owers and grasses.

host
to B

H

Grey Hairstreak

Tiger Swallowtail

Baltimore Checkerspot

Great Southern White

Luna Moth

Inspired by Douglas Tallamy’s  book “Bringing Nature Home”.         Poster Sponsors: Saving Birds Thru Habitat (www.savingbirds.org), Jimmy F. New Foundation ( www.jfnfoundation.org), Little Garden Club of Leland, MI     © 2010

Black-throated Blue WarblerCommon Yellowthroat Chestnut-sided WarblerHummingbird Sphynx Moth Larvae Prothonotary WarblerBlack-capped Chickadee

Photography by Jeff Kingery

Photography by Robert EpsteinPhotography by Doug Tallamy Photography by Doug Tallamy

Photography by Jeff Kingery Photography by Douglas Tallamy Photography by Robert Epstein

Painting by Susan Fawcett
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SBTH Donors $250 and above:
Judy and Bruce Balas    
David and Patricia Barrons     
Carolyn Brady   
Pat and Marlin Bussey       
Jim and Kay Charter 
Designs by Nature (Vern Stephens,
  Sue Tangora and Zach)
Bob and Kay Doyle           
Gina and John Erb  
Judy and Rick Evans 
Judy Gass    
Mike and Ellene Gibbs
Carl and Mary Lou Griffin    
Debby and Ad Igleheart   
Nana and Dick Kennedy 
Ed and Linda Ketterer 
Anne Leugers and Elmer Lipp
Dorothy and David Mainz    
Malcolm and Roxane Morrison 
Bobbie and Jim Poor
Steve and Kelly Rice (JFNew) 
Leslie and Walter Schmid    
Nicholas and Liz Schroeck   
John and Mary Scott  
Posy and Dick Shuster   
Gary and Nancy Siegrist    
Judy and John Smart  
Kathie and Jack Snedeker   
Maxine & Arthur Summerfield    
Margaret and Gary Valade 
Mary and Bill Valpey 
Ann and Warren Watkins 
Don and Ellen Weinacht 
Wexford Sand Company
Joanie and Randy Woods 
Brian Zimmerman & Associates

Donors up to $249
Anonymous
Bill and Mary Alvin
Al and Margo Ammons
Tom and Kathy Angus
Edwin and Constance Arnfield 
Laura Baker
Nancy Beights
Bill and Jackie Belko    
Larry and Joey Bensley   
Mike and Marsha Biskupski 
Lee and Carol Bowen
John and Julia Brabanec
Helen Bradley
Gregory and Helayne Brown
Tom and Marsha Buehler
Nora and Charlie Bumb
Joanne and Keith Burnham
Larry and Eileen Bussey             
Greg Butcher 
Susan and Chuck Cady

Kathy Rymal and Mark Cantrell
Mark and Laurie Carlson
Marion Cartwright
Bill and Sandy Cartwright
Elaine Case
Melissa Chenault
Linda Cherne
Roy Church
Barbara and Ed Collins
David Wible and Mary Cusick 
Steve and Jackie Cuson 
John and Ann Davey
Catherine M. Davis  
Mike Davis
Shelley and Kerry DeBlois 
Annette and Gil Deibel
Treva DeJong
Bill Dennler            
Jean Depauw and Ken Kazmirski
Jason and Wendy DeWeerd 
David Dister 
Paula and Bryce Dreeszen  
Nancy and Berkley Duck
Tom and Gretchen Dunfee 
Karen and Roger Edgley
Barbara Enders
David Ewert    
Margaret-Ellen Fein
Marilee and Bill Fischbeck
Lori and Paul Fischer
Ronald and Vicki Flier
Pat and Gene Fontaine  
Judith Jensen and Ben Fowler           
Leslie Fowler
Judy Frederick    
George and Elaine Fredrickson 
Karen and Charles Fredrickson
Norma Fretheim 
Nancy and Bill Gard  
Carolyn Gardner
Gene and Kathy Garthe
Barbara Gentile 
Daniel Gilmet Dental Laboratory
Barbara Goodearl
Penelope and David Gordon 
Judith Gowing and Charles Harris 
Pamela Grassmick
Pamela Grath
Rich and Enid Grauer  
Colleen and Brad Hale
Norv and Sharon Hall
Doris G. Hall 
James and Joy Ham 
James and Brenda Harrelson  
Dr. John and Barbara Harris 
Molly Harrison
Barbara Abbot and Larry Hauser
Susan Hayes     
Alison and Conrad Heins 

Richard Hitchingham  
Lynne Holmberg
Dottie Holmes 
Ann Hoopfer
Phyllis Hooyman
Rich and Beth Hoover
Linda and Dave Jacobs
Robert and Marty Johnson
Nancy and Ralph Kalchik
George and Ann Kaminski
James and Linda Kemper  
Bill Kenner 
Christopher and Joan Kincade 
Russell and Pam Kirt 
Renee and Dan Klem   
Dr. Robert and Julie Knode
Diane Krause 
Jim and Sue Landes 
Dick and Sue Lang
Ted and Tali Lanham    
Susan Sager and Ed Layton
Curt and Judie Leece 
Leelanau Propane Gas
Leelanau Conservancy   
Jean Licklider 
Gayle and Rick Lipsig
Judy Livingston
Cathy Look
Mary Lyons
Gladys Maguire
Florine Mark
Linda Markham 
Connie and Donald Markley  
Barry and Debbie Marsh 
Ann Martin    
Ann and Conrad Mason   
Mary Lee Miller and Kate Mason 
Michael and Kathryn May
Sharon Mastenbrook
Pauline McClure
Kate and Halley McDonald 
Doug and Ann McInnis
Harold and Kanda McKee 
Bob and Janet McKelvey
Margaret and Roy Meyer
Kathy and Jim Miller   
Helen Milliken 
Joyce and Bud Mims
Ann Marie Mitchell
Dorothy Mitchell  
Junior Moore
Fred Neidhardt
John and Kathy Neuman
Ann Nichols
Northport Lion’s Club 
Gerald Nye
Carolyn Oberndorf
Marlene and Patrick O’Connor
Susan O’Connor

Judy Oetinger
Suzanne Ohmit
John and Judy Oien
Steven and Bonita Olesen 
Barbara Olson 
Martha Olson
Omena Women’s Club
John and Sandra O’Neal
Sharon and Patrick Oriel
Carol Passaquala
Mick Pfeiffer
David and Judith Pohlod
Robert and Jaqueline Pool
JoAnn and John Pope
Mary E. Pratt 
Brian and Susan Price 
Jean Putnam 
John and Virginia Raz
Charlotte Read
Barbara and Raymond Reinert
Gwen Rich 
Robert and Katharine Roberts
Suzanne Rose
Carol Ross
Brian and Jill Rowley
Bonnie and Jim Scarlett 
Anita Schiller  
Julie Schopieray 
Patricia Scott
John Seaman
Kim Sfreddo
Michele Shafer
Elizabeth Sharp 
Patty and Jerry Shea 
Sally Shuster Shoff 
Frank and Barbara Siepker
Dan Sifferlin 
Carol and Gary Silverman
Peter and Carol Simon
Alan and Cheryl Slater           
Susan Soder
Mike Stagg 
Kay and Robert Stehouwer 
Eleanor Stephenson 
Eleanor and John Stottlemeyer 
Ulla and Al Sweedler 
Doug and Cindy Tallamy 
Nancy and Ben Tefertiller
Mike and Joan Tenbrock
Kelly and Carolyn Thayer 
Gabby Thompson
Mary and Ron Tonneberger 
Valerie and Randy Trumbull
Kathy and Dennis Turner
Nancy Turner 
Bill and Betsy Van Westen 
Nancy and Jack Waldron 
Janet D. Wander
Martha Warner

Saving Birds Thru HabitatSaving Birds Thru Habitat
Membership List 2010Membership List 2010 Many thanks to all 

who support us!
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Saving Birds Thru Habitat gratefully accepts gifts in honor or in memory of others. 
When making such a donation, please let us know who should be informed of your gift.

❑  Yes! I want to support Saving Birds Thru Habitat with a
 _____Membership ____ Renewal at the following level:

❑ Chickadee ($25) ❑ Bluebird ($50)
❑ Common Yellowthroat ($100) ❑ Bobolink ($250)
❑ Piping Plover ($500) ❑ Loon ($1000)
❑ Other ($_______________________________)

❑  Nest Builders: Those who make an annual pledge at the 
Bobolink level ($250) or higher

❑ In memory / honor (please circle one) of:
 __________________________________________________
Acknowledgment card to go to: _________________________
 __________________________________________________

❑ Would you prefer your membership/gift to be anonymous?
❑ Enclosed is my check for $________________

(payable to Saving Birds thru Habitat)

Name ____________________________________________

Street ____________________________________________

City ________________________ State_____ Zip________

Summer Address (if different)

Street ____________________________________________

City ________________________ State_____ Zip________

Email ___________________________________________

Thank you for your donation. We are a 501(c)(3) 
organization; your tax-deductible gift is very important to us

Questions? Please call (231) 271-3738 or email:
bobolink3@prodigy.net Thank You!

Nancy and Peter Weir
Helen and Bill Wells 
Harold and Susan Wiberg 
David and Carolyn Wollenhaupt
Jean Woodhull
Mary Woodford
Maxine and Joseph Wyatt
Mary and John Wylie
Derek Yates 

Memorial and Honorary Gifts:
Nancy Beights in memory of Roy  
    Alton Craik
Joanne and Keith Burnham in memory
    of Fred Roth 
Roy and Margaret Meyer in memory 
    of Claudia Goudschaal
Frederick Neidhardt in memory of
    Germaine Chipault
Janet Wander in memory of Keith 
    Wander
Martha Warner in memory of Bob 
    Whiting
In memory of Warren Singer:
    Marlin and Pat Bussey
    Jim and Kay Charter
    Susan O’Connor
Carol Passaquala in honor of
    John and Virginia Erb
Joan and Randy Woods in honor of
    Virginia and John Erb 40th  
    Anniversary         

In-Kind Donors:
Ann Davey
Mike Litch
Danielle Ross
Ken Scott Photography
Calhoun Excavating
Four Season Nursery
Designs by Nature
Trish Van Dusen
Tandem Ciders

Here’s an idea for a holiday gift: 
Make a donation to SBTH in Honor of a loved one, special coworker or colleague.

We will send a holiday greeting card to inform the honoree of your gift.

Fairmount Minerals Quest Team Volunteers at SBTH
Fairmount Minerals Quest (environ-

mental and safety) Team members spent 
a day at SBTH in June.  The morning 
began with a PowerPoint program about 
habitat development and improvement, 
which was followed by an informative 
hike through Charter Sanctuary, led by 
SBTH Technical Advisor David Dister.  
Team members devoted the afternoon to 
work at the Discovery Center as part of 

their Day of Caring efforts.  One of the things they did was to stabilize the banks along our new Earth 
Window with field rocks and native plantings.  Fairmount Minerals, Ltd. is an international sand min-
ing company; SBTH has worked with the company on environmental issues since 2005.

The Earth Window is our newest educational tool, which allows for viewing extensive root sys-
tems of native prairie plants.  Vern Stephens of Designs by Nature suggested we add this feature to our 
Discovery Center.  Norcross Foundation generously provided funding for the Earth Window.

Our thanks to all who made this fascinating feature possible. L
Formalizing a Parnership 

Leelanau Conservancy Board President 
John Erb and Executive Director Brian Price 
join SBTH Executive Director Kay Charter 
and Board President Gina Erb for a photo 
outside the Conservancy office.  The photo was 
taken immediately after Brian and Kay signed 
a Memorandum of Understanding between 
SBTH and the Conservancy. This document 
formalizes a valuable, long-standing partner-
ship between our organizations. L
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5020 N. Putnam Rd.
P.O. Box 288

Omena, MI 49674-0288

Check Out Our 
Web Site!!

www.SavingBirds.org

The mission of Saving Birds Thru Habitat is to protect, enhance, and restore habitat for North American
birds and to educate people of all ages about this important mission and how to achieve it.

Our goal is to improve habitat for migrating birds one backyard at a time.

LEELANAU
PENINSULA
BIRDFEST

The first annual Leelanau Peninsula BirdFest will 
feature, along with field trips to SBTH and other county 
birding areas, a trip to Gull Island aboard Inland Seas Edu-
cational Association’s two masted schooner to view nesting 
Caspian Terns.  

Visit www.leelanauchamber.com after Feb. 1, 2011, for 
more details.

Tallship BirdingTallship BirdingTallship BirdingTallship Birding


